118.   SPEECH AT BARDOLI TALUKA CONFERENCE^

January 29, 1922

MR.  PRESIDENT,  BROTHERS AND  SISTERS,

This is my third visit to Bardoli. The first time I came here,
I merely inspected the preparations made by the brothers and sis-
ters of this taluka. At that time, there was no responsibility on
you or me. The second time2 I came here, a great responsibility
had fallen on both you and me, as the All-India Congress Com-
mittee had already passed its resolution on civil disobedience and
Bardoli's preparedness was to be assessed in terms of that reso-
lution and announced to the country, I certainly could not
say that Bardoli was actually ready. I had returned after my
last visit with the impression that Bardoli could get ready. I had
toured the villages of the taluka, questioned people and gather-
ed information. As a result of my inquiries, I could not say that
the progress of the taluka in regard to swadeshi and untouchabi-
lity was satisfactory.

If there are separate schools for the untouchables else-
where, it may not matter, but here untouchability must positively
be considered a sin. You cannot rest satisfied with having separate
schools for Antyajas. It is your duty to persuade the Antyajas
of those villages which have national schools to enrol their children
in those schools and you should let them sit with your children.
Before we pass today's resolution, such villages ought to agree
to this. I have, however, learnt after coming here that they have
not done so. During my last visit, I had gone to Wankaner town
of this taluka; I saw at that time that the children of Antyajas
did not attend the national schools. The workers of the place had
at that time undertaken to remedy this deficiency. But, as the
President said today, the Antyaj children in Wankaner have still
not started attending the national schools. I know that this is
not due to any aversion towards Antyajas, but only to the workers'
negligence. If we want swaraj and justice in regard to the
Khilafat and the Punjab, then it is not enough that we feel no
aversion; we cannot show negligence either.

Delivered while moving the resolution on civil disobedience
Vtit Vol. XXI, pp. 517-8.